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September 2017
A very warm welcome to session 2017-2018! We are delighted to welcome all our new
children and families to our school, and look forward to getting to know you, through your
involvement in the life of the school community. It is the strong home-school partnership
which can have the greatest impact on your child’s learning. Please do get involved where
you can.
Forehill Aims, Vision and Values
Following a lot of work with staff, young people and parents last session, we have now
completed the review of our school aims, our values and our vision. I have attached to the
newsletter, a copy of these for you. These underpin all we do in Forehill to ensure our
young people get the best experiences possible.
Staffing News
We warmly welcome many new staff to Forehill -Miss Johnston (P5J) Mr McCallum (P7C),
Mrs Hamrouni (Pupil Support), Miss Ward, Mrs Gill, Mrs Cameron, Mrs Dizlek (School
Assistants) Miss Dempsey (Early Years) Mrs Muir and Mrs Steel (Clerical). Mr Daily has
also taken up his new post in Forehill as our School Development Worker. We are
delighted to welcome Miss Law back to school to teach P2/3 following her maternity
leave. We wish Mrs Murray all the very best, as she leaves us to start her maternity
leave this week!
Keeping Our Children Safe
As we start a new session, can I once again please remind ALL parents and carers about
the importance of safe and legal parking around the school. The school car park should
NOT be used to drop and collect children, as this is for staff only. I would ask that
drivers show courtesy to residents, by ensuring driveways are clear. Please note, Police
Scotland and Parking attendants will continue to make unannounced visits to the school
and will impose fixed penalty charges.

What is Your Child Learning?
Class teachers have outlined the learning focus for all classes
for Term 1. This will shortly be uploaded to the class pages of
the school website. I would encourage you to have a look! This
should help you to support your children and talk about what
they have been learning in class.

Improving Our School
We are always reflecting on what we do, to ensure we
continue to provide the best we can for our young people. I
have included on the parental response sheet at the back of
the newsletter, three short questions. I would ask you to
consider these with your child, and respond, with a particular
focus on their learning. Through our self-evaluation and
consultation with staff, parents and pupils, we identify the
key areas of development for the school. This session, we will be focussing on
Technologies, Modern Languages, Mental Health & Wellbeing, and the Assessment of
learning. We will also be working with children across the school to further develop skills
and knowledge around the world of work. Our full improvement plan will be uploaded and
available on the school website shortly.
Use of Dojo
Some teachers in the school choose to make use of the Dojo system to track class
rewards and share information with parents. This is a personal choice and not school
policy. It is in place to further support effective communication about learning. Any
queries in relation to any other aspect of school life should be made via the office in the
first instance.
Drinking Water at School
Forehill Primary fully supports the Scottish Government’s guidance around Healthy eating
in schools. Many parents provide a water bottle and all children have access to drinking
water throughout the school day. Some children choose not to drink during class time and
that is a personal choice and not monitored by class teachers. Should you wish your child
to have access to juice instead of water – this can be provided as part of their snack at
morning break or at lunchtime, but not during class teaching time.
Parents’ Night – Wednesday 11th October
Our Parents’ Open Day will be held in the school on
Wednesday 11th October between 3.30pm and 5.00pm
and then again from 6.30pm – 8.00pm. This is an open
day and no formal appointments will be issued for this
round of meetings. You are invited to drop in at some
point over the two sessions. You will still have the
opportunity to speak to your child’s teacher, see the work
your child is doing and to ask any questions you may have.
You are encouraged to bring your children along. Parents’
nights should not bring surprises to either parent or
teacher. If you have any concerns about your child’s
learning, you should make contact with the school
immediately, and not feel you have to wait to raise these
at planned parent/teacher meetings.

Support & Challenge – Maths in P5,6 & 7
This session, we are delighted to have some additional
flexibility in our teaching staff, which I have targeted to
Primaries 5, 6 & 7. Mrs McNair will be working with small
groups of learners from these stages, to support and
challenge the children with some aspects of numeracy and
mathematics. I would ask that parents support us with this
by ensuring homework tasks are completed and followed
through at home.
Bikes / Scooters in Playground
To ensure everyone is kept safe, I would ask that parents remind children they should not
ride scooters and bicycles in the playground at the start and end of the school day. We
have already had a couple of near accidents since the start of the new term.
School Development Worker
Mr Daily, one of our school assistants has been appointed to the new post of School
Development Worker here in Forehill. His remit is wide and varied and will support myself
and the management team to engage more fully with families, supporting attendance and
late-coming and will create opportunities for child and parent learning across the school.
The main aim of the work he is undertaking is to improve outcomes for targeted groups
of learners and their families.
Go Purple Event
Once again, our P7 classes with a great deal of help from Mrs Gray, will be organising our
fundraising Coffee Morning in aid of the Ayrshire Hospice “Go Purple” appeal. This will
take place on the morning of Friday 13th October. I would encourage everyone to attend
and look forward to welcoming you to the school. Please put the date in your diary.
Health & Safety – Medication
Please note that children should NOT be sent to school with medication in schoolbags.
Any requests for children to take medication at school should be discussed with myself or
Mrs Hartley via the school office. The necessary paperwork must be completed.
50th Year – Golden Jubilee
As you are aware, this session marks the 50th Year of the school being fully open to all
classes P1-P7. A number of events are being planned to mark this, and we hope to have a
full list available in the next edition of Newslink. In the meantime, a facebook page
entitled “Forehill Primary 50th Anniversary” @forehill50 has been set up to share photos
and memories. If you haven’t already, please have a look. In addition, should any parents
and friends have old photos, artefacts and memories, we would love to borrow these to
set up a gallery of photos for our open day later in the session. These can be handed into
the school office.

50th Year – Wall Hanging
As part of our 50th Celebrations, one of our parents - Lucy Martin has
been working with children across the school to design and make a large
fabric wall-hanging for the school, reflecting all areas of learning. Lucy is
keen to hear from other parents, grandparents and friends who could
work with her to assist with sewing and designing parts of the hanging.
Should you be willing to get involved, even for a short time, please pass
your name to the school office and someone will be in touch.
Making Good Behaviour Choices
We continue to have high expectations in relation to
pupil behaviour across the school and work a very
structured and clear behaviour system of reminders,
rewards and sanctions. The main aim is to encourage
children, no matter the age, to take responsibility for
the choices they make in relation to the way they
behave. As you will appreciate, some young people’s
perception of situations doesn’t always match that of
others! The behaviour policy is available on the school
website for you to read. Please do not hesitate to get
in touch should you have any queries about this.
Inspiring Resilience and Good Mental Health
This year, following requests from parents, our learning evening for parents will be
centred around good mental health, positive mindset and building resilience. All pupils in
the school will be involved in workshops in the school on 21st and 22nd November, and
parents are invited to attend a workshop and information session for parents in the
school on the evening of Wednesday 22nd November at 7.00pm. Please keep the date
free. More detailed information will be issued nearer the time.
Music Instruction in School
We are so fortunate to have music instructors who visit
the school on a weekly basis, to work with children learning
strings or woodwind instruments. Children receiving tuition
or being offered this will undergo a short test to establish
their potential to learn a specific instrument. The following
staff are in school each week: Miss McKail & Mr O’Connell –
Strings, Mr Gonzales – Woodwind and Mrs MacFarlane –
Brass. I would remind parents there is an expectation that
children who are out of class for music instruction would
catch up at home with any missed class work.

Award of Ambition 2016-17
Each year we provide Primary 7 pupils with the opportunity to take part in the Award of
Ambition as part of our Developing Personal Wider Achievement Programme. We are
delighted that last year all of our Primary 7 pupils took part and achieved this. It is with
great pride that we congratulate our Primary 7 Classes of 2017 and wish them well as
they into settle into their new secondary schools.
Primary-Secondary Transition Events
During the course of the year Active Schools in partnership with Kyle Academy P.E
colleagues will organise and deliver evening transitions events for Primary 5-7 pupils.
Attending these events provide our young people with the opportunity to become familiar
with the surroundings at Kyle and enable them to begin to build positive relationships with
teachers within the P.E. department and their peers from Grammar Primary, who will be
joining them at Kyle in the years ahead. Moving from Primary to Secondary School,
although exciting, is a period of significant change, which some of our young people may
find challenging. Attending the transition events will help to build their confidence and
develop personal skills, which will support them on their journey from Primary to
Secondary School. We sincerely hope that our young people will be encouraged to make
full use of these wonderful opportunities.

School Photographs – Individual and Family Groups
The tempest photographer will be in the school on Tuesday 3rd
October to take individual portraits and if required, family groups of
all children from Nursery through to P7.

Wet Mornings & Supervision in Playground
Can I please remind parents that children will not have access to the building before
8.55am on wet mornings. I would ask that children remain at home as long as possible on
mornings where weather is inclement. Please note, there is no adult supervision in the
playground prior to the bell at 9.00am.

Late-coming and Absences
A number of children are already arriving at school well after
the bell each morning. Can I please remind parents of the
importance of ensuring children are in line for 9.00am. Children
arriving after 9.00am should enter by the main entrance and
report to the school office. I monitor closely, children’s latecoming and attendance and will write to parents where this is
causing concern.

Photography & Recordings
From time to time throughout the year, photographs and video
recordings of children are taken and used in the local press,
media, on our website and in displays across the school. Should you
not wish your child to be photographed or included in any
recordings for any reason, I would ask that you put this in writing
to me as soon as possible. Please note, where no response has

been received, we will presume parents/carers give full
permission.

Cycling to School
As you may know, as part of our PE curriculum and electives, we provide cycle training to
pupils in Primary 5 and Primary 6. Our aim is to encourage as many children as possible to
cycle safely to and from school. We have in the playground, excellent safe cycle storage
facilities and would encourage pupils to make use of these – particularly those who will be
involved in Bike Ability. Obviously the final decision about safe cycling to and from school
lies with parents.
PE Kits
In order to participate fully and safely, all pupils must have
the correct PE kit. This should include indoor gym shoes or
trainers, shorts and a t-shirt. Please note, there will be
times when older children will undertake PE outdoors. We
would ask that a pair of jogging trousers, warm jacket and
outdoor trainers and brought to school for this purpose. For
health & safety reasons, all jewellery should be removed for
gym and long hair tied back.

Keeping Safe On Line
Snapchat is an extremely popular app with young people and they have
recently launched a new feature called Snap Maps. This location based
map allows users to see where in the country their Snapchat contacts are,
as well as seeing location based photos and videos. Many young people will
have ‘friends’ on Snapchat that they have never met in person,
consequently, this could mean that those people are able to use Snap Maps to build up a
picture of where your child lives, where they go to school and where they spend their
free time. It is therefore important that young people consider who they share this
information with and they are encouraged to regularly update their privacy settings. For
further information on Snap Maps go to https://new.thinkuknow.co.uk/professionals/ourviews/snap-maps/

Reading at Home with Reading Cloud
We are strongly committed to improving literacy and
recognise the importance of reading for pleasure. We
want to encourage children to enjoy reading and to read
a wide range of good quality literature. Within Forehill,
we have introduced a new online resource called “Reading
Cloud”. You can access the system directly using the
following link: https://www.readingcloud.net. The system allows pupils, staff and parents
to view our school library catalogue online and pupils are encouraged to use this to help
with research, to write reviews about books they have read, blog about what they are
reading and their favourite authors. The system includes a fantastic new feature called
‘Who Next’ which recommends new books and authors based on the books you have
already read. You will be able to use this feature at home to help your child select their
next book. Your child will be issued with their new library card and password by their
class teacher. We hope you enjoy making use of this fantastic resource.

Clubs to Promote Personal Achievement
We are in the fortunate position of being able to offer, in partnership with our active
schools team, a wide range of clubs and activities during lunchtimes and after school. We
would ask that children who are fortunate to gain places at these activities make the
most of the opportunity by attending regularly and choosing to behave in an appropriate
way. My thanks to the many staff and volunteers who run these activities for the young
people in the school. We are always keen to hear from parents and friends who have a
particular skill, interest or talent, to share these with some of our young people. If you
would like to be involved in this, it would be great to hear from you. Please get in touch.

Communication
Communication is key to an effective partnership between school
and home, and I am grateful to the large number of parents who
support this. To ensure your query is dealt with appropriately,
office staff will attempt to direct your requirements to the
relevant promoted member of staff who has responsibility for your
child’s class. Where you have a query about your child’s learning or
behaviour, in the first instance the link would be with the class
teacher. However, should you wish to speak to a promoted staff
member, we each have departmental responsibility as follows:
Nursery:
P1:
P2 & P3:
P4:

Mrs
Mrs
Mrs
Mrs

Carswell
Carswell
Hartley
Hartley

P5:
P6:
P7:

Mr McDowall
Mr Watson
Mrs Baines

Learning Together Sessions
Each session, we invite you as parents into classes
to take part in learning activities alongside your
children. These have been very successful in the
past and allow you to see the range of learning
your child is involved in. At parental request, we
are able to provide dates well in advance for the
learning together sessions. Parents should report
to the reception area. The dates for this session
are as follows:
Class
EYC
P1

Date
28 Nov – 1st Dec
5th – 8th June
Thu 7th December
Thu 15th March
th

Time
Various
Various
2.15pm
2.15pm

Class
P4
P5M,
P5J

P2

Thu 23rd November
Tue 15th May

2.00pm
2.00pm

P6R
P6K

P2/3
P3

Fri 24th November
Wed 30th May
Fri 24th November
Thu 24th May

2.00pm
9.30am
2.00pm
9.30am

P7C
P7M

Date
Wed 8 November
Mon 5th March
Tues 7th November
Tues 6th March

Time
2.00pm
11.00am
2.00pm
2.00p.m.

Tues 14th November
Tuesday 13th March
Thu 30th November
Thu 1st March
Thu 30th November
Thu 1st March
Thu 2nd November
Thu 26th April
Thu 2nd November
Thu 26th April

2.00p.m.

th

2.00pm
2.00pm
9.30am
2.00pm
11.30am
11.15am
2.15pm
11.15am

Forehill Youth Club
For those parents who have children attending
the youth club – we need your help!
We lost a few of our regular helpers for
various reasons at the end of our last session
and to enable the club to run, we are required
to operate specific adult to child ratios. The
more parent helpers we have, the more we can
all share the cover required. The other
alternative is to put up our weekly cost and employ a member of staff, however our funds
may not sustain this cost. We also need more new committee members as a couple of our
long standing committee members are now in their final year at the youth club as their
children will be moving on to secondary school next year. For more information on any of
the above please contact the following:Linda Davidson - 07710 638742
Siobhan McAnespie - 07702 217010
Elaine McCubbin - 07710 404014

As always, should you have any queries about anything within our newsletter, or in
connection with your child’s learning, please do not hesitate to contact the school. In a
bid to cut down on paper, newsletters will be issued only to the oldest sibling in the
family. In addition, it is available on the school website.
I look forward to another busy, successful year for the Forehill Community.
Many thanks &
Kind Regards,

D. Watson
David Watson
Head Teacher

Please find below, a list of school dates for your diary. As we progress through the school
year, this will be added to, and I will keep you informed of other important dates as they
emerge.

Date
Thu 7th September
Fri 8th September
Fri 22nd September
Mon 25th September
Tue 3rd October
Wed 11th October
Fri 13th October
Mon 16th – Fri 20th Oct
Mon 23rd Tue 24th Oct
Wed 22nd November
Sun 26th November
Wed 13th December
Thu 14th December
Fri 15th December
Mon 18th December
Tue 19th December
Wed 20th December
Thu 21st December
Fri 22nd December
Fri 22nd December
Mon 8th January
Thu 25th January
Fri 27th April
Tue 1st May
Wed 2nd May
Thu 17th May
Fri 18th May
Thu 14th Fri 15th June
Fri 29th June

Times

Classes
Involved

Details

9.00 – 3.15pm
6.30-9.00
All Day
All Day
All Day
3.30 – 5.00
6.30 – 8.00
10.00 – 12.00
All Day
All Day
7.00 – 9.00pm
7.00 – 9.30pm
12.30 – 1.30pm
1.30pm
7.00 – 9.00pm
1.30pm
9.15am
1.30pm
9.15am
1.30pm
9.00 / 12.30
1.30pm
9.45am
2.30pm
9.00am
7.00 – 9.00
3.15pm
3.45 – 6.00pm
6.00pm – 8.30pm
1.30pm
1.30pm
10.00 / 7.30pm
9.45am

P4
All
All
All
All
All
All
All
All
All
All
Choirs
All
P6
P7
P5
N-P3
P4
P4-7
P2-3
Nursery
P1
All
All
All
P7
All
All
All
N-P3
P4-7
P5-7
All

Visit to Vikingar
50th Anniversary BBQ
HOLIDAY
HOLIDAY
Tempest Photographer
Parent & Teacher Meetings
Parent & Teacher Meetings
Go Purple Coffee Morning
HOLIDAY
In-Service Days for Staff
Mindset Matters - Parents
Hospice Light a Life Service
Christmas Lunch
Christmas Party
Christmas Party
Christmas Party
Panto in School – Robin Hood
Christmas Party
Panto – Gaiety - Cinderella
Christmas Party
Christmas Parties
Christmas Party
Christmas Service Castlehill
School Closes
School Re-Opens
Family Burns Supper
Pupil Reports Issued
Parent /Teacher Meetings
Parent /Teacher Meetings
Sports Day
Sports Day
School Show – Gaiety Theatre
Summer Service - Castlehill

PARENT COUNCIL
& FUNDRAISING GROUP
UPDATES
Welcome back to a fun filled school year with some exciting activities planned
from now until the end of June 2018. We’ll post regular updates through the
Newslink and on Facebook ‘Forehill Primary Parent Fundraisers’. We are always
looking to add new members to our group. Contact us below if you are energized
around giving our children the best. A few hours to volunteer is all it takes!
50th Celebrations Fayre & BBQ
Kicking off the school’s 50th anniversary celebrations is the BBQ, which will take
place on Friday 8th September at 6.30pm. One pound admission and then FREE
bouncy castles, slides, assault course, face painting and much more. All money
raised goes to the school. All donations for our bottle and cuddly toy raffles are
welcome – please drop these off at the school office.
Who are the Parent Council and Fundraising Group?
This Month, the first Parent Council and Fundraising Group Meeting of the School
Year takes place on Wednesday 20th September, 7.30pm-9.00pm. The Office
Bearers were chosen at the AGM:
Parent Council and Fundraising Chair: Chris Hynds.
Vice Chair: Karol Murray.
Treasurers: Elaine McCubbin/ Jean Fields
Relief Treasurer: Claire Brand
Secretary: Kathryn Samson.
Smartie Challenge
We are calling on all our ‘Smartie Pants’ again this month to help raise money. A
letter will come out soon asking for your help and giving all the details.
Email: forehillpcfrg@gmail.com
Facebook: Forehill Primary Parent Fundraisers
Twitter: @ForehillPC
Website: www.forehill.sayr.sch.uk/parents
We’d love to get feedback from Parents on:
How well we are doing, Suggestions for Events, Feedback from Events from Children, What
you think the money should be spent on.
Please contact us using the email address above to share your thoughts with us.

South Ayrshire Council : School Holidays – Session 2017-18

Teachers (Inservice)
Pupils return

local holiday
local holiday

Close
Teachers (Inservice)
Teachers (Inservice)
Re-open (Pupils)
Close
Re-open
Close

local holiday
local holiday

Teachers (Inservice)
Re-open (Pupils)
Close
Re-open

local holiday
local holiday
Teachers (Inservice)
Re-open (Pupils)
Close
Session 2018-2019
Teachers (Inservice)
Teachers (Inservice)
Pupils return

Wed
Thurs
Fri
Mon
Fri
Mon
Tues
Wed
Fri

16 Aug 2017
17 Aug 2017
22 Sept 2017
25 Sept 2017
13 Oct 2017
23 Oct 2017
24 Oct 2017
25 Oct 2017
22 Dec 2017

Mon
Thurs
Fri
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs

8 Jan 2018
8 Feb 2018
9 Feb 2018
12 Feb 2018
13 Feb 2018
14 Feb 2018
29 Mar 2018

Mon
Mon
Fri
Mon
Tues
Wed
Fri

16 Apr 2018
7 May 2018
25 May 2018
28 May 2018
29 May 2018
30 May 2018
29 Jun 2018

Thu
Fri
Mon

16 Aug 2018
17 Aug 2018
20 Aug 2018

NB Good Friday: 30th March 2018

PARENTAL RESPONSE SHEET – September 2017
Child’s Name: _______________________________ Class: ___________
Parent’s Name: _____________________________
In relation to learning, what are the things that are important to you and your child when
at school?

What are the things you would like your child to achieve this session?

When your child has a good day at school, what makes it good?

As a parent, how do you feel home and school can best work together to ensure the best
outcomes for your child?

Yes
I would like to be involved in helping to organise some of the school’s
50th Anniversary Celebration Events.
Would you be able to assist for a short time each week, with our
school library?
Would you be able to assist for a short time each week with our school
garden and planters?

Any other feedback or suggestions you would like to provide on any aspect of our school:

No

